What do we use this for?

Overview

This is a brainstorming activity designed to stimulate students to think about and share
ideas about how metric units of measurement are used in their everyday lives and work. It
also provides opportunity to extend their knowledge of the relationships between the units,
the meaning of the metric system prefixes and measurement related language.

Skills and Knowledge Preparation afd Materials

= Everyday uses of metric units = large
= Relationships between units
= Meaning of metric prefixes Il group)

®= Language of comparison or colqured pe a
(optional) t 1 per pair
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Suggested Procedure

Arrange students into pai

Give each group a

groups a set of rds prepared for the activity ‘Sorting and

meaQurement — one that you know something about.
rite the nampg, of the uniia the middle of the paper.
"  Brainstorm all e things that you know it is used to measure.

Demons@ate pr s on the board — see

diagram \
ts have had time to formulate and write

ideas, stick the papers on the board or wall
other students to circulate and add their
own contributions to the papers.
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Debriefing the brainstorm
Look at each paper one at a time and ask students:

®= Do you agree about all the items that have been written so far?
= Are any of these different for you?

This may lead to discussion about smaller or larger quantities and units of
measurement, depending on the sizes of containers or quantitates that people use at
home. For example, some may buy large bottles of several litres compared to others
who buy the same thing in small bottles or cans measured in millilitres.

For units of weight and volume that are used for purchasing foodstuffs, encourage
students to give examples of the quantities that are typical for each item. For

example:
®=  How many kilograms of rice do you buy? @
®= Do you buy it in small packets or large sacks?

®=  How many kilograms in each?

Compare the differences and, if appropriatg
cultural groups. Some groups might buy larg

equivalent quantities of potatoes, or types of pasta or couscous as t\gi
carbohydrate. \

If students do not know the quaWiti they buy, en to look at the

labels on the items at h(Q e back with the infogma nother day.

Comparing the units

If some
b us

ntities and others in larger, then it would
een the units of measurement.

S products in sma
revisit the relati DS

such as:

. Ich gives you more 600 ml or 1 litre?
=  How much mo
= Which is bi 2 500 g?

answer. on them knowing the numbers of millilitres in a litre, or grams in
a kilogr: so Wil serve as revision of the meaning of the prefixes, or a means of

i i em if they have not been covered earlier. [See ‘Sorting and Ordering
its’ or ‘Knowing about the Metric System’ for further information.]

The que&&ould eally be related to products that the students use. The
il

For sttlents also learning English as a second language you can emphasise any
words used for comparison, like ‘more’ or ‘bigger’, and use a variety of these terms as
you frame your questions.
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Extensions
Sizes and prices

Students could be encouraged to investigate prices for different sized containers or
packets of the products they buy and decide which might be the cheapest way to buy
these things.

Photos of the consumer information such as ‘price per 100 ml’, currently displayed
under items on supermarket shelves, could also be used to compare and to clarify the
purpose and meaning of this information.

As part of these discussions students should also be encouraged to discuss whether
it is always the best idea to buy a lot of something at once just because it is cheaper
that way.

Building the language of comparison \* \@

‘Close’ activities, or ‘circle the correct word’ exerées ¢ e created from
information obtained during this activity. Thi both language n Y
knowledge at the same time. For example:

L 2
®= 600 mlis more/ less than 1 litr,
= 2 kilograms ................. Lt rams.
[options for students to i e ‘is heavier or {Vei ore’]
Follow up
The activity ‘Kn thedMetric Syste a short explanation of the

e units gether. It is a worthwhile follow
ore information at this point.

o)

t?”and ‘How much will this hold?’ provide
g'ghts and volumes using every day, familiar
hey would be igfial piQgtical tasks to follow from this activity. Preferably
Id be used in diffe sessions.
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