Matching Decimals, Scales and
Pictures

Overview

This activity is designed for students to review and/or expand their understanding of
decimal place value through matching activities designed for pairs or small groups.

* Set 1 compares decimal numbers to fractions and diagrammatik representations.

* Set 2 requires learners to choose correct readings on i asurement

scales.

These matching tasks are ideal as introductory activities, e they allow you to ob Q
t'\§@pcouraging stud

are also USK
N easuring

The activities ‘Exploring Decimals agd Te d 2’, ‘Exploring D
Scales’ and ‘Exploring Decimals and thg/provide detailedfie aterial to
support this activity. !

Skills and Knowled e tion and Materials

=  Decimal notatigg . otocopy Activity Sheets 1 and
= Decimal plagt S 2 onto card (1 per pair or group

é a|S, of 4)

od numbers = cards can be laminated for
greater durability but this is
optional
" Place each set into a labelled
envelope.
®=  Cut some blank pieces of card or
L 2 paper for the extension activity

students’ existing skills as a starting point for teachig
cooperate and discuss their numeracy understandi
tasks.

" |nterpreting g :cimal scales

students into small groups or pairs.

Give each group an envelope containing one set of cards.
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Introducing the activity

Explain:

=  First tip the cards onto the table and spread them out so all members of the group
can see and reach them.

= Then together sort the cards into pairs which have the same meaning.

" Talk to each other and explain as you decide where to put the cards.

= |tis important that everyone in the group knows why you put things together

= Some of the cards might be ‘loners’ - that is they do not belong in any of the
pairs.

Extension for quicker groups

If any groups finish before others, give them some bl S aper and ask ‘@em
to make a pair to go with the unmatched cards.

Note: Set 2 contains an unmarked measuring scaigfor stidents to mark th

numbers and arrows. [You may need to m re copies of thi u
use or laminate it so it can be re-used.]

Debriefing the activity \

all ups, then on completion of the

e easy or difficult:
e hardest?

The teaching acti ‘Explorify Decimals and Tenths1 and 2’ and ‘Exploring
Decimals on Measurifg, Scales’ and ‘Exploring Decimals and Hundredths’ contain
step by step rc Practice Sheets to consolidate the skills and knowledge
involved’nh\ matching activities.

Variatio K

So achers and students prefer not to have ‘unmatched’ cards in the initial set so that
they s€e®a neat matching up of all the card pairs at the end.

This is less challenging, but perhaps more satisfying for students. In this case the ‘unmatched’
cards can be separated out initially and distributed as the extension afterwards.
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Matching decimals, scales and pictures  Activity Sheet 1

Recommended as a pair or small group activity.

EaS Copy onto card and cut.
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Matching decimals, scales and pictures Activity Sheet 2

Recommended as a pair or small group activity

Photocopy and cut
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