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Goal

Present an approach that develops some of the “nuts and bolts” aspects
of writing

The mechanics of writing

* Vocabulary
« Grammar
* Punctuation
« Spelling

« Legibility
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Background




Key elements of the approach

« Systematic introduction of sounds and spelling choices
« Vocalisation of sounds and words

 Moves from focus on phonemes and graphemes in words &
sentences through to whole texts

« Texts and activities at two levels (Level 1 & 2)
« Classification of words into spelling patterns

* Individual reading and writing practice, group work and student
collaboration

« “Reading circles”
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Overview of the workshop

The tools you will need in your teaching kit

How to introduce the methodology to your class

The ten tasks
*Level 1 (~ACSF 1)
*Level 2 (~ ACSF 2)

Your turn — do it yourself



The teacher’s toolkit
Box of highlighters



The teacher’s toolkit

Student charts, Dolch list or sight words

the
to
and

with
up
all
look

her
there
some
out
as
be
have
go
we
am
then
little
down
do
can
could
when

did
what
so
see
not
were
get
them
like
one
this
my
would
me
will
yes
big
went
are

come

now

long
no
came
ask
very
an
over
your
its
ride
into
just
blue
red
from
good
any
about
around
want
don’t
how

DOLCH WORD LIST

Combined list sorted by frequency

know
right
put
too
got
take
where
every
pretty
jump
green
four
away
old
by
their
here
saw
call
after
well
think

ran
let
help
make
going
sleep
brown
yellow
five
six
walk
two
or
before
eat
again
play
who
been
may
stop
off

never
seven
eight
cold
today
fly
myself
round
tell
much
keep
give
work
first
try
new
must
start
black
white
ten
does

bring
goes
write
always
drink
once
500N
made
run
gave
open
has
find
only
us
three
our
better
hold
buy
funny
warm

ate
full
those
done
use
fast
say
light
pick
hurt
pull
cut
kind
both
sit
which
fall
carry
small
under
read
why

own
found
wash
show
hot
because
far

live
draw
clean
grow
best
upon
these
sing
together
please
thank
wish
many
shall
laugh
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The teacher’s toolkit

Cheap exercise books



Introducing the approach to learners

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

How many letters are there in the alphabet? (26)
How many vowels? (5)
How many consonants? (21)
How many different vowel sounds are on the chart? (19)
How many spellings are there in total for these vowel sounds? (62+)
How many consonant sounds are there on the chart? (24)

How many spellings are there in total for these consonant sounds? (61+)




Suggested lesson structure for each row

g Level 1 Level 2

Step | Focus / workbook task Step | Focus / workbook task

1. Listen and repeat 1. Listen and repeat
Identify the sounds and spelling choices on the chart Identify the sounds and spelling choices on the chart
Identify features of producing certain sounds Identify features of producing certain sounds

2. Copy and write; Individual work 2. Copy and write; Individual work

3. Categorise words into spelling patterns; Individual work 3. Categorise words into spelling patterns; Small group/individual

4. Pre-reading prediction and discussion; group work 4, Pre-reading discussion;
Listen to the story Listen to the text and pair cloze activity; Pair/group work
Discuss and answer post reading questions 5. Reading circles; Small group work

5. Reading circles; Small group work 6. Highlight the sound-spellings; Individual work

6. Highlight the sound-spellings; Small group/ individual 7. Comprehension focus; Small group or individual work

7. Cloze activity; Individual work 8. Shared writing task; Small group work

8. Comprehension focus; Individual work 9. Writing; Individual work

9. Writing; Individual work 10. Syllables and sound-spelling; Individual work

10. Syllables and sound-spelling; Individual work



Row 3: /f/ Iv/ 18/ 10/

Working from the chart

* Activities
— The phonemes and graphemes
— Spelling
— Building a word bank at level 1 and level 2



Row 3: /f/ Iv/ 18/ 10/

P os{reaaltggocedigiie heatdiory

Good days and bad days



Row 3: /f/ Iv/ 18/ 10/

Reading circles, identifying the graphemes

» Each reading circle reads the story aloud twice

— Students read one sentence each moving clockwise round
the group.

— Change the direction of the reading circle for the second
reading.



Row 3: /f/ Iv/ 18/ 10/

Reading circles, identifying the graphemes

Level 1 Row 3 Consonants - Philip Vincent's bad day

My name is Philip Vincent Last Friday was an awful day for me. In the morning there was
Iunder, frost and fbg | had no coffee Then my telephone fell on the foo’rpql out the front of
my flat. And | had fluff all over my clothes. | felt lke | could not breathe

My brother, Fred, broke his foot af the lec:l’rre.
My wife's heull was not good.

My father Iough’r my mother did not love him, but | Iink she does. They have been married for
I'r’rg-lee years. They are happy together.

| hope next Friday is not as difficult for me



Row 3: /f/ Iv/ 18/ 10/

Comprehension

 three short exercises

» designed to build ACSF skills — synthesising information
from the text



Row 3: /f/ Iv/ 18/ 10/

« Writing
* can be group or individual work

« students draft their story and check with teacher or peer

 write/type second draft and highlight sound-spellings

« Additional activity — syllables and sounds



Writing: It's over to you

Work in pairs or in a group
Write a Level 1 story based on the picture

Make sure you have plenty of instances of the range of
targeted graphemes

If you finish early enough, you can start writing some
comprehension exercises



Row 7: /h/ Il il I3/



Jill's story...

Shirley Shaw

My name is Shirley Shaw. | live in Station Street, Sherbrooke. |

usually work in a fissue factory. My job is to measure the tissues
and sharpen the tools. For lunch | eat sushi and yoghurt. | cannot
eat shellfish. | drink coffee with two sugars. My hair is shiny and

yellow.

My husband’s name is Harry He is a chef and he works in a
cafe. He comes from New York. | joke and call him a ‘Yankee!
Yesterday he won a yacht in a competition for chefs on TV. We

are very happy. We yelled and laughed a lot.

Our children are special to us. They are our treasures. They are

lucky to have a good education in Australia.



Example of a Level 2 text

Read aloud

Rediscover your career in_ Awustralia

I Spain, Grace worked In a hotel as o markefing manager for fen years.
She had a degree in Hofel Management. In 2010 Grace moved from Spain
fo Moonflai, in New South Wales.

When Grace moved to Moonflat there were only two hotels In fown and
only the smdl one had @ job vacancy - for a room affendant. Grace ook
the job. She wanfed fo resume her career in hospifality.

For two years Grace made a name for herself af Moonflai Mofel. She
started as a room afiendant and soon became the head housemaid. When
the moiel was very busy Grace helped by foking cdlls, waifing on tables
and helping with catering.

I 2012 Grace applied for a vacant posifion as the night derk in recepifion.
She was successiul. She worked lale every night and made the most of
her fime, Improving her English with quesis and on the Infernet when the
office was quiet. Twelve months later, Grace became a reservations agent
with the moiel and worked days. From there she became sales manager.
Grace was well on the way 1o redaiming her career in hospitdlity.

Six months lafer, the larger motel in Moonflai adverfised a job on

www gatewayjobs.com.au. Grace applied and now she is the markefing
manager of a much bigger hotel, which Is part of the Maivatel international
chain of hotels. If she stays with this hotel she can one day move around
the warld as o vdued employee in the Maivatel hotel chain.

Use two different colours to highlight the spelling choices for...

fu/ eV



« Thanck yew for yor partissipayshun



